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The Nature of the Virtual 
 

Olga R. Demidova 
 
The article presents a semantic, semiotic, and herme-

neutic analysis of the virtual regarded on a number of 
plains from the historical and etymological to the inten-
tional, ethical, and existential. Special attention is paid to 
the individual and social will for power as to the leading 
motive of immersion into the virtual realized on several lev-
els, i.e., the ontological, psychological, social, political, eth-
ical, aesthetic, and creative ones. The author argues that 
one of the major dangers inherent to the virtual consists of 
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its manipulative potential which could be exercised both on 
the individual and mass consciousness levels.  

Keywords: the virtual, virtuality, possibility, hidden (im-
plicit), potential, real, power, consciousness, manipulation 
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