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On the (Im)possibility of an Exact Definition  

of Chamber Singing 
 

Ekaterina A. Sergeeva 
 

The article examines the history of chamber singing  
formation as an independent genre. The author traces the 
history of chamber vocal performance from amateur salon 
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music to the level of a profession demanding specialized 
conservatory education. The article identifies factors that 

e-
velopment in different eras. These factors include perfor-
mance trends and stereotypes, educational approaches to 
professional training, the development of sound recording 
and reproduction technologies, urban trends, etc. The au-
thor draws attention to scholarly and methodological liter-
ature  lack of an exact definition of chamber singing. An 
attempt is made to define the characteristic features of 
chamber vocal performance that might provide a basis for 
a formal definition. 

Keywords: chamber singing, classical vocal music, ro-
mances, chamber vocal performance, musica da camera, 
chamber and opera singer, concert genre 
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