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The History of the Operetta The Sea Spread Wide:  
From Besieged Leningrad to Modern Petersburg 

 
Oleg G. Fleyer  

 

The article is devoted to the history of the musical The 
Sea Spread Wide. The legendary operetta was created in 
besieged Leningrad in 1942. Information is given about the 

creators during that time. The premiere took 
place on the stage of the Musical Comedy Theater, whose 
actors in those dramatic years defended the city both 
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through their art and as military personnel. In 2023, the 
operetta was reconstructed and presented to modern audi-
ences. The author emphasizes the spe-
cial importance not only for theater history, but also for 

cultural memory. 
Keywords: operetta The Sea Spread Wide, besieged Len-

ingrad, Musical Comedy Theater, cultural memory of Rus-
sia, Vsevolod Vishnevsky, Alexander Kron, Vsevolod 
Azarov, Viktor Vitlin, Lev Kruts and Nikolai Minkh 
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