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Russian Critical Responses 
to A. N. Tolstoy  1914 Military Essays 

 
Galina N. Vorontsova 

 

The theme of the First World War claimed a leading po-
sition in the works of Alexei Nikolaevich Tolstoy 

over a period beginning in the autumn of 
1914. Becoming a war correspondent for the Moscow 
newspaper Russkie vedomosti (Russian Bulletin), the writer 
visited the front, Volhynia and Galicia. His war corre-
spondence appeared regularly in the publication under the 

. In 1915 this writing was com-
piled into a separate book  At War  which became the 
sixth volume of Tolstoy's collected works. The book was 
not lost in the flow of similar fiction and immediately came 
to the attention of critics in Russia. The writer's texts pro-
voked the authors of critical articles to engage in their own 
contemplation of the events taking place in the country 
and the  reflection in modern literature. Critical 
responses featured a wide range of opinions regarding Tol-
stoy's military journalism. In addition, these responses at-
tempted to  in works in other genres. 

Keywords: A. N. Tolstoy, First World War, military es-
says, critical responses 
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