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Games of Sound and Soundlessness  
in Chekhov's Play The Cherry Orchard 

 

Maria A. Penkova 
 

The article presents an analysis of Anton Pavlovich 
Chekhov's play with an emphasis on sounds and 
soundlessness. The main object of research is the 
use of a subtle literary technique of  ab-
sence and presence to veil his message. The work exam-
ines how sounds and barely audible, barely distinguisha-
ble details combine to create the unique melodics of The 
Cherry Orchard. Individual episodes or sounds that occur 
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repeatedly throughout the play are studied from a non-
standard angle, making it possible to see or, rather, hear 
what is hidden among the  inviting 
coolness. In studying the rustling of leaves, the song of 
birds, barely audible whispers, random pauses, ridiculous 
and untimely yawns, creaks, strange and mysterious 
sounds, the reader/viewer can appreciate a newly reso-
nant p  

Keywords: Anton Chekhov, Konstantin Stanislavsky, 
The Cherry Orchard
sound and soundlessness 
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