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Hexnp: CraThs mocBAlICHA aHATU3Y OGUIMAIBHON CTATHCTUKU CMEPTHOCTH HaceneHus 49 rybepuuit EBponeiickoit
YacTH CTPAaHBI OT CAMOYOHMICTB U NMpUYMHAM €€ HEMOJHOTH. MaTepualbl © METOJbI: B kKauecTBe XpOHOJIOTHYE-
CKOTO Tieprona BeICTymaroT 1876-1892 rr. — ronpl, korma B Poccuiickoif MMIepUn Hadad TMPOU3BOIAUTHCS COOp U
myOnuKanus cBeleHU 00 yMepIIuX B pe3yibTaTe HACHILCTBEHHBIX IPHYMH, a Takke OOHAPYKEHHBIX MEPTBBIX Te-
J1aX, KOTOpPBIE MOTYT paccCMaTPUBAThLCS KaK CBOCOOPa3HBIN «pe3epByap» HEYUTEHHOW HACHILCTBEHHOW CMEPTHOCTH —
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oT yOuiicTB 1 camoyOuiicTB. [[ns nomyuyeHus: Gosee MOJHOM KapTUHBI CMEPTHOCTH HAceJICHUS! OT caMOyOUHCTB Hc-
MOJIL3YIOTCSL CBEACHUS CYJCOHO-MEIUITUHCKIX IKCIEPTH3 OOHAPYKEHHBIX MEPTBBIX Tel. PesynbTathl Kak cBuue-
TENBCTBYET CTATHUCTUKA, B OOIIEM KOJMYCCTBE YMEPIINX OT CKOPOTIOCTHYKHBIX, HACHILCTBCHHBIX MPUYMH M HECUACT-
HBIX ciiy4aeB B 11esioM 1o Poccuiickoit umnepuu B 10,9 cnydaeB mpuunHBI CMEPTH YEJIOBEKa OCTAaBAJIMCh HEM3BECT-
HBIMH. KOJTM4ecTBO yMepIuX B TOPOAax OT HEU3BECTHBIX NMPUYHMH B OOIIEM MTOTE YMEPIINX 3aHUMAJIo OoJiee 3HAUH-
TenpHOE MecTo — 15,4, yem B ceneHusax — 10,3. KonudecTBo ymepmux My>KYdH, Y KOTOPBIX HE OblIa yCTaHOBJICHA
MIpUYMHA CMEPTH B 11esioM 1o Poccum B pacuére Ha 100 ymepmmx 060ero mojia, B 3TOT mepuo coctaBmiio 11,2 gerno-
BeKa. Y KEHIIHMH 3TOT Mokasareis 0bu1 8,1 denoBek. Ha 100 ymepIux My»4HH, Y KOTOPBIX TPUYHUHBI CMEPTH OBLITH
HE YCTaHOBJICHBI, B TOPOJaX NPHUILIOCH 29,2 KeHIIUHBI, a B ceneHusx — 20,9. Boobre mo Poccuiickoit nMmepuun 3T0T
rmokazareib coctaBmi 22,2, TakuM oOpa3oM, Ha 30 THICSIY HATMYHOTO FOPOJCKOTO HaceneHus 1,1 4emoBek yMupat ot
HEBBIACHCHHBIX MpUYUH. [IpoBenEHHBIN aHATN3 PE3yIbTATOB CYJICOHO-MEAUIIMHCKIX OCMOTPOB U BCKPBITHI O0HAPY-
YKEHHBIX MEPTBBIX TeJl, TPOBOJMBILINXCS HA MPOTsHKeHUHU 1876-1892 rr., BBIIBUI TOT (akT, 4To B 63,3% ciydasx Obl-
JIU BBISIBJICHBI HACHIBCTBCHHBIC MPUYHMHBI CMEPTH. B TeX ciydasx, Koraa CyneOHbIMU MEIUKaMU KOHCTaTHPOBANACH
HACUJILCTBEHHAsl CMePTh, B cpeaHeM B 19,1% ciyuasx oHa sBIsIach cleIcTBHEM caMmoyouiicTBa u B 30,9% ciydasx —
3IIOHAMEpEeHHBIX yOouiicTB. BriBoapr: Takum oOpazom, A MOMydeHUsT MPUOTIKEHHON K NEHCTBUTENIFHOCTH CTaTH-
CTHKH NOTHOIINX OT HACHIIBCTBEHHBIX NMPUYNH cMepTH B Poccuu Bo BTopoit momoBuHe XIX cToieTns HE0OX0AUMO K
OopHUIHANEHOW CTATHCTUKE OTICIBHBIX BUIOB CMEPTHOCTH TOOABUTH COOTBETCTBYIOIINE PACCUNTAHHBIC CPEIHUE MPO-

ICHTHBIC 3HAYCHMUA.

Kniouegvie cnosa: camoyOMIHCTBO, HEIOYUET KEPTB CyHINIa, OOHApYKCHHBIC MEPTBBIE Tela, mopedopMeHHOE

pa3BUTHC, CyZ[e6HO-Me,I[I/ILII/IHCKaiI CTaTUCTHKA

[Tpo6eMbl HACUIILCTBEHHONH CMEPTHOCTH HACEIICHHUS B
coBpeMeHHOU Poccuu crosT upesBpryaitno octpo. Cutya-
1usl ycyryOuisieTcst 3HaYUTeIbHBIMU MacIuTabaMu Heoy4é-
Ta OTACNBHBIX BUAOB CMEPTHOCTH, YTO CHOCOOCTBOBAJIO
MIOSIBJICHUIO HAy4YHBIX CTaTeH, MOCBAMIEHHBIX JAHHOM Mpo-
oneme. M3 goctaroyHo OONBIIOTO TEpeyHsS BBIIEIAM JIBE
[1, 2]. B cratee A.E. MIBanoBa u coaBT. [1] ucmoas30BaHbI
METOJIbl KOMIIOHEHTHOI'O aHalu3a, YTO MO3BOJWIO JOKa-
3aTh UCKaXXEHHE CTPYKTYphl BHEUTHUX MPUYMH 3a CUET 3a-
HWDKEHHUSI CMEPTHOCTH OT YOMICTB M CyMLUIOB B pPyOpHKe
«TOBPEXICHUS C HEONPENCNEHHBIMU HaMepeHusiMu». B
pabore H.A. Tynunoil [2] aHaTM3UPYIOTCS MAacCIITaOBI
BHyTpUCEMENHOTO Hacuius B Poccuu, B TOM 4YHCIE €ro
JIATEHTHAasl COCTaBIAONIAs. ABTOp JeNaeT BBIBOJ, YTO OT-
CYTCTBHE PEAbHOW CTATUCTHKH IO CEMEHHOMY HACHIIHUIO,
C y4€TOM MHOTOYHMCIICHHBIX 3apYOEXKHBIX HCCIICLOBaHUH,
yKa3bpIBaeT Ha TO, YTO OIpe/eNEHHbIe 3a00JIEBAaHUS SIBIIS-
IOTCS CIEACTBUEM €CTECTBEHHOH JIATEHTHOCTH BHYTpHCE-
MEWHOI0 HACUJIMS.

be3ycnoBHO, 3Ta cUTyanusi HE BO3HHMKIIA B OJHOYACHE.
[losTomy Haxoxaenue HaunbOosee 3(P(EKTHBHBIX MEXaHU3-
MOB CHIDKEHHS YPOBHS HACHIBCTBEHHOM CMEPTHOCTH BBI-
HYXJIAIOT UcciegoBareneii Bcé yaie oopamarscsi K HCTOpH-
YeCKOMY OIBITy WX pelleHHs B NpouuioM. B mocriemHue
ro/ibl OTAEIBHBIMU KaK POCCHMCKUMH, TaK M 3apyOesKHBIMU
aBTOpaMu OBLIM OITyOJMKOBaHBI PabOTHI, MOCBSIIEHHBIE
JUHAMUKE M OCOOCHHOCTSM CYMIMIOAIBFHONW aKTHBHOCTU
HaceneHus B Poccuiickoii umnepun Ha pybexe XIX — XX
BekoB [3-7].

Lenr wmcciaemoBaHU: paccMOTpeHHEe MacmTalboB,
JUHAMHMKHN U TEHIECHIUI CMEPTHOCTH HAacEJlEeHUs B UMIIEp-
ckoii Poccum oT camoyOWICTB, a TakKe BBISBICHHE «pe-
3epByapa» Henoyuéra OQHUIHAILHONW CTATHCTUKOW IOTHO-
IIMX B Pe3yJbTaTe ayTOArPEeCCUU.

MaTepuan U MEeTOJBl UCCIIEAOBaHUSA. XPOHOJIO-
FMYECKUM IIEPUOAOM AJIs H3ydeHHs] 00O3HAYEeHHBIX IPO-

The problems of violent mortality in
modern Russia are extremely acute. The situa-
tion is aggravated by the significant extent of
underestimation of certain types of mortality,
which led to the emergence of scientific arti-
cles on this issue. From a sufficiently large
list, we single out two articles [1, 2]. In the
article by A.E. Ivanova et al. [1] the methods
of component analysis were used, which made
it possible to prove the distortion of the struc-
ture of external causes due to the underestima-
tion of mortality from homicides and suicides
grouped under the heading “Damage from
uncertain intentions”. In the work by N.A.
Tunina [2] the scale of domestic violence in
Russia is analyzed, including its latent com-
ponents. The author concludes that the lack of
real statistics on family violence, considering
numerous foreign studies, indicates that cer-
tain diseases come as a result of the natural
latency of domestic violence.

Of course, this situation did not occur
overnight. Therefore, finding the most effec-
tive mechanisms to reduce the level of violent
mortality makes researchers turn to the histor-
ical experience of solving them in the past
more and more often. In recent years, several
Russian and foreign authors have published
works on the dynamics and characteristics of
the suicidal activity of the population in the
Russian Empire at the turn of the 19t — 20
centuries [3-7].

The purpose of this study is to ex-
amine the extent, dynamics, and tendencies of
suicide mortality in imperial Russia, as well as
to identify the “reservoir” of underreporting
by official statistics of deaths from auto-
aggression.

Material and research methods.
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O5leM SIBIIIMCH TIEPBBIC JECATHIICTHUS, MOCIEAOBABIINE TO-
cJie maJieHus KpenoctHoro npasa B Poccun — 1870-1893 rr.
Bribop agaHHOrO BpeMEHHOTO TepHoAa ObUT Mpeorpese-
n€H JBYMS OCHOBHBIMH OOCTOATEIHCTBAMHU: BO-TIEPBBIX,
9TO TOIBI MacmTaOHBIX pedopM BO Bcex cdepax >KU3HU
POCCHIICKOTO 00IeCTBa, KOTOPBIE CIIOCOOCTBOBAIN KPYTOH
JIOMKE 93KOHOMHYECKOT0, COIMalbHOrOo (pyHAaMeHTa,
TpaHchopMaIsaIM MEHTATLHOCTH; BO-BTOPBIX, Ha4ajao cO0-
pa Oojee WIM MeHee YIOBJIETBOPUTEIBHOM CTaTUCTUKU
HAaCHJILCTBEHHOH W BHE3aIIHOH CMEPTHOCTU B TyOepHUSX
Poccutickoii mmmepun. B To ke BpeMs, cTaTHCTHKAa OOHA-
PYXCHHBIX MEPTBBIX T€JA B OTECYECTBEHHOW MOJIULEHCKOMN
CTaTHCTUKE Hayaia BecTuch ¢ 1875 1.

B pabote Tarxke UCTIONB3yeTCsl 3HAUNTENbHBIN MacCHB
PE3yIBbTAaTOB CYyAEOHO-MEAUIIMHCKUAX JKCIEePTH3 OOHapy-
XKeHHbIX MEPTBBIX Ten. OmnHako jmo 1876 r., a Takxke 3a
1889, 1890 rr. naHHBIX CBEJICHUI 00OHAPYKUTh HE YAAIOCh.
B memnom, pe3ynmpTarhl CcyneOHO-MEIUIIMHCKUX IKCIEPTH3
SIBIISIIOTCSA JIOTIOJIHUTENBHBIM HMCTOYHUKOM, TO3BOJISIOIINM
CKOPPEKTUPOBaTh O(UIMAIBHYI CTAaTUCTUKY TMOTHOIIMX
oT camoyOuiicTB B mopedopmenHort Poccuu. B pabore uc-
MIOJIE3YETCSI METO/ TUHAMHKH PSAIOB O(MUITHATEHOW CTaTH-
CTHKH CMEPTHOCTH OT 3aKOHYEHHBIX CaMOYOHICTB B TIOpe-
(hopMeHHBIE TOMBI.

Hayuusit 0630p.

Octpora mpoOiieM HACHIBCTBEHHOH CMEPTHOCTH, B
TOM YMCJIE HETIOJHOTHI €€ YY€Ta HE MOIJIM OCTABUTh B CTO-
POHE OTEUYECTBEHHBIX CHEIHAIMCTOB eIé 3af0iro M0 OT-
MEHBI KPernocTHOTo npasa. O TPyAHOCTSIX BBIABICHUS ACH-
CTBUTENBHOW MPUYUHBI CMEPTH, OCOOEHHO y TOTO YeJOBe-
Ka, KOTOPBIN CKOHYasCs 0e3 cBuieTeneil u OblT 00HApyKEeH
CIYCTS ONPENENEHHBIA TMPOMEXYTOK BpPEMEHH, Hadalln
TOBOPHTH CyaeOHbIe MeauKH eié B Havane 1830-x rr. Tak,
B oryOnmuKoBaHHOM B 1832 r. BecbMa 00CTOSTENTHHOM TPY-
e akageMuka lMmneparopckoil Meauko-XHpypruyeckoit
akagemun Cepres ['poMoBa, MOCBSIIEHHOMY UIHPOKOMY
CIEKTPY BOIPOCOB Cy/eOHOW MEIUIMHBI, KOHCTATHPOBa-
nochk: «Ecnu ycreny Mbl OTKpPBITh B I0Ka3aTh, YTO YEIOBEK
NEHCTBUTEIHHO yMEp HACHIBCTBEHHOH CMEPThIO: TO He-
peIKO HampamuBaeTcs €mE, caM JIM OH OBLT IPHUIHHOMN
OHOH, WM KTO-IIMOO JAPYTOl, YMBIIUICHHO WIN HEYMBIIII-
neHHo? Pemenne Bompoca cero 4acto conpsibKeHo ObIBaeT ¢
BETIMKUMHU 3aTPyAHEHUSMH, JaKe WHOTAA, U COBEPIIEHHO
HEBO3MOXHO...» [8].

MacmrabHas ubepanu3aius 00IeCTBEHHO - IMOJIUTH-
YeCcKoW JXKM3HM B Poccum, TONYOK KOTOpPOM OBLI JaH C
Havana 1860-x IT., B Ka4ecTBE MIMPOKO 00CYKIaeMBIX BBI-
JIBUHYJA T€ BOIPOCHI, KOTOPHIE paHee MeuyaTh cTapanach
00X0uTh CTOpOoHOW. OTHON M3 TaKUX TEM OKa3alluCh pe-
JIbHBIE MACIITA0bl HACKIILCTBEHHON CMEPTHOCTH B CTPaHe.

M3BeCTHBIN POCCHICKUH CIIEUATUCT IO MpodiieMaM
JIBIKEHUS HaceleHusT BTOpoi mojoBuHbBl XIX croneTus
B.A. bynskoBckuii npusHaBan: «Bmpouem, B cTporom
CMBICJIE, €CTh OJHA MOCTOSHHAA MPHYMWHA, KIOHAIMASACT K
HEKOTOPOMY YMEHBIICHUIO HAOI0JaeMbIX (P CMEPTHO-

The first decades following the fall of serfdom
in Russia — 1870-1893 — were chosen as the
chronological period to study the indicated
problems. The choice of this time period was
predetermined by two main circumstances:
first, these were the years of large-scale re-
forms in all spheres of life of the Russian so-
ciety, which contributed to a steep breakdown
of the economic and social foundation, trans-
formation of mentality; second, then began the
collection of more or less satisfactory statistics
of violent and sudden mortality in the prov-
inces of the Russian Empire. At the same
time, statistics on found dead bodies came into
place in 1875 by national police.

The work also uses a significant array of
the results of forensic medical examinations of
dead bodies. However, until 1876, as well as
for 1889, 1890. Data could not be found. In
general, the results of forensic medical exami-
nations are an additional source that allows
you to adjust the official statistics of victims
of suicide in post-reform Russia. The paper
uses the method of dynamics of the series of
official statistics on mortality from completed
suicides in the post-reform years.

Scientific review.

The severity of the problems of violent
mortality, including the incompleteness of its
registration, could not leave aside national
specialists long before the abolition of serf-
dom. Forensic doctors began talking about the
difficulties in identifying the real cause of
death, especially for persons who died without
witnesses and were not discovered immediate-
ly, in the early 1830s. So, in a very comprehen-
sive work published in 1832 by the academi-
cian of the Imperial Medical and Surgical
Academy Sergei Gromov on a wide range of
issues in forensic medicine, it was stated: “If
we managed to discover and prove that a per-
son really died from a violent death, there
comes the next question — whether he himself
was the cause of it or someone else, intentional-
ly or unintentionally? The solution to this ques-
tion is often associated with great difficulties,
and sometimes, even completely impossible ...
”[8].

Large-scale liberalization of socio-
political life in Russia, the impetus of which
has been given since the beginning of the
1860s as widely discussed, put forward those
issues that the press had previously tried to
avoid. One of these topics turned out to be the
real extent of violent mortality in the country.

The famous Russian specialist in field of
problems of population movement in the sec-
ond half of the 19th century V.Ya. Bunyakov-
sky admitted: “In the strict sense, there is only
one constant reason for a certain decrease in
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CTH, 3aMeyuaeMasi BCeMH CTaTUCTAMH: MO OOIEeMy MHEHHIO,
CIMCKH O POXKIACHUSX BCErAa BEAYTCS HCIPaBHEE, YeM
cricku 00 ymepux. M B camom zaene, JOMKHO MPUHATH B
coo0pakeHHe, YTO B Macce HapoJa, HeMauoe Yucio JIOIEH,
NponaBIIuX Oe3 BECTH, YTOHYBIIMX, MOTHOIINX HACHIIb-
CTBEHHOW CMEpPTHIO, CAMOYOMHII, YMHUPAIOIIHX 3a TpaHuLen
U IpOoY., HE BHOCUTCS B CMEPTHBIE CIIUCKH, TOTAA KaK OHU
ObLIN 3aHECEHBI B BEIOMOCTH O poskaeHMsX. [1o oTcyTcTBUIO
HaJIC)KHBIX JAHHBIX, BBIYMCIUTH BIHSHUE, KOTOpOE MOI00-
HBIE MPOIMYCKHA UMEIOT Ha YBETUUCHUE UPPHI CMEPTHOCTH,
OKa3bIBACTCS COBEPIICHHO HEBO3MOXKHEIMY [9].

Hayu4Hs1if nHTEpec poCCHUCKHUX YYEHBIX K TpobIemMam
HaCWJIbCTBEHHOW CMEPTHOCTH B ONPEACIEHHOW CTENeHU
JUKTOBAJICS YKEJAaHUEM BBISIBUTh 3aKOHOMEPHOCTH pPa3BH-
THsI HACUJIbCTBEHHOH CMEPTHOCTH OT ABYX OCHOBHBIX CO-
CTaBIIAIONINX — 3IOHAMEPEHHBIX YOHWICTB U CaMOYOHIACTB,
a TaKKe HAMETUTh IYTH UX CHIKEHUS.

AHanu3upysi COOTHOIIICHUE KOJMYECTBA MOTUOIIUX OT
YOUNCTB K MOKOHYMBILIHNM XH3Hb CaMOyOHIICTBOM H3BECT-
Hbl poccuiickuil skoHomucT K.C. BecenoBckuil emé B
koHie 1840-x rr. BhICKa3ajl CIEAYIOIIEe MPEAoIoKEHHE.
YuéHble, 3aHUMaBIINECS IPUIIOKEHUEM CTaTUCTUKU K CY-
nebHoit MeaunuHe, oOpaTuin 0coboe BHUMaHUE Ha CPaB-
HEHHUE YHCIa CaMOYOHMICTB C YMCIOM YOWHCTB. DTO CpaB-
HEHHUE, N0 €r0 MHEHHUIO, MOXKET BECTH K 3aKJIIOYEHHIO «O
BEPOSITHOCTU TOTO: OT CBOEW WIIM OT UYXKOH PYKH MOTHO
YeJIOBEK, HANIEHHBI MEPTBBIM; pa3yMeeTcsi — B T€X CIIy-
Yasix, KOrja Mo TIIATeTbHOMY HUCCIIE0BAHUIO, HE OKA3bIBa-
€TCsl HUKAKUX JTOKa3aTeNbCTB TOTO WM APYTroro MCKIFOYH-
TeabHo. Ho, kpome 3TOM Lienu, mogoOHOe CpaBHEHHUE, KO-
HEYHO, MOXXET BECTH K JAPYTUM BaKHBIM COOOpaKEHUSIM O
HapOJHOW HPAaBCTBEHHOCTW». B moATBep)KAeHHE 3TOMY
aBTOp NPUBOJUT cleAyromue aprymenTsl. B 1825-1831 rr.
B Poccuiickoil umnepuu B CPEAHEr0JIOBOM HCUUCIEHUU
npuUxoaAuIock camoyowmiicte — 1140 u youiicte — 1187. B
1833-1841 rr. camoyOwmiictB — 1484 u yOwmiicts — 1121.
[TouTtn K TakoMy >xe pe3yibTaTy NPHUILEN OJUH U3 MEPBBIX
OTEYECTBEHHBIX CIHEIHUAINCTOB, COCTABHUBIIMX TaOJIHIIbI
CMEPTHOCTH CpPEAN POCCHUIICKOTO HACEJIEHUs, aKaJIeMHUK
Poccuiickoit Akanemun Hayk K.@. I'epman B cBoéM J0-
KJIaJie 0 HAapoJHOW HpaBcTBEHHOCTH 3a 1819 m 1820 rr.
K.C. BecenoBckuii pe3loMHpPYET: €KEroIHOEe YHCIO CaMO-
yOuiicTB OBIBAaET MTOYTH PaBHO YUCTY yomiicTs [10].

OpnnHako TaHHOE YTBEP)KJIEHUE aBTOPA HE MOATBEPK/1a-
€TCsl POCCUMCKON CTaTHCTUKON CMEPTHOCTH HACENEHUs OT
HaCWJIbCTBEHHBIX TPHYUH B TOCIEAYIONINE AECATUICTHS
IocJie OTMEHBI KPETOCTHOTO TpaBa. Tak, eciii Mbl CPaBHUM
cllyuyan cMepToyOuiicTBa U caMoyOuiicTBa B XapbKOBCKOH
ryoepaun ¢ 1866-1870 rr. Mexay coboii, To IpuaEM K J10-
BOJIBHO HHTEPECHBIM 3aKITI0OUEHUSM.

B ropomax XapbkoBCKOH TyOepHHH caMOyOuicTBa
CIly4aJIUCh Yalle 3JI0HAMEPEHHBIX YOMHCTB B 3 pasa, a B
ye3nax — Tonbko B 1,62 pa3a. Takum oOpa3zom, cTpemiieHHE

the observed mortality figures noticed by all
statisticians: in the general opinion, births lists
are always kept better than deaths lists. And in
fact, it must be taken into consideration that in
the masses of people, a considerable number
of people who went missing, drowned, were
killed violently, committed suicide, died
abroad, etc., are not included in the deaths
lists, while they were recorded in the births
list. Due to the lack of reliable data, it turns
out to be completely impossible to calculate
the effect that such omissions have on increas-
ing mortality figures” [9].

The scientific interest of Russian scien-
tists in the problems of violent mortality was
dictated to a certain extent by the desire to
identify patterns of development of violent
mortality from two main components — in-
tended murder and suicides, as well as to out-
line the ways to reduce them.

Analyzing the ratio of the number of
deaths from murders and suicide attempters,
the famous Russian economist K.S. Veselov-
sky back in the late 1840s. made the following
assumption. Scientists involved in the applica-
tion of statistics to forensic medicine paid
special attention to comparing the number of
suicides to the number of murders. This com-
parison, in his opinion, can lead to the conclu-
sion “about the likelihood of whether the per-
son found dead died from his own or someone
else's hand, of course, in those cases when,
upon careful investigation, there is no evi-
dence of either one or the other exclusively.
But, besides this goal, such a comparison, of
course, can lead to other important considera-
tions about popular morality.” In support of
this, the author gives the following arguments.
In the years 1825-1831 in the Russian Empire
the average annual figures for registered sui-
cides were 1140 and for murders — 1187. In
1833-1841 there were registered 1484 suicide
and 1121 murders. Almost the same result was
reached by one of the first Russian specialists
who compiled mortality tables among the
Russian population, academician of the Rus-
sian Academy of Sciences K.F. German in his
report on folk morality in 1819 and 1820. K.S.
Veselovsky summarizes that the annual num-
ber of suicides is almost equal to the number
of murders [10].

However, this statement by the author is
not supported by Russian statistics on mortali-
ty from violent causes in the following dec-
ades after the abolition of serfdom. So, if we
compare the cases of murders and suicides in
the Kharkov province from 1866-1870, we
can come to quite interesting conclusions.

Suicides occurred 3 times more often
than intended murders in the cities of the
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B TOpOJax, CpaBHUTENIBHO C ye3aaMu youBath ceOst B 1,92
(moutm B 2 pasa) Ooibllle CTpeMIJIGHHS YOWBATH APYTHX.
[Topa3sutenbpHee BCero OTHOILIEHUS! B HEKOTOPBIX Y€31aX U B
XappkoBe. Uncno caMOyOHifll OTHOCUTCS K CMEPTOYOHii-
ctBam: B XapbkoBe — 3,4 k 1; B XappkoBckoMm yezae — 1,05
K 1. Pe3ynpTaThl nosy4aroTcsi TOBOJIBHO MpUMEYaTENbHBIE,
€CIIM MBIl CPaBHUM XapbKOBCKYIO T'yOEpHHIO C IPYTHMHU:
nMeHHO B [lonTaBckoit ry0epHHE camMOyOWiiCTBa BCTpeda-
JUCh yalle, HeXeln cMeproyouiictBa B 1,9 pasa, mpakTu-
YECKH TaKoe K€ OTHOIIEHHE OBLIO BBISIBICHO M AJisi Xaph-
koBckoi. HampoTtus Toro, B CumOupcKoit TyOepHIHN camo-
yOwmiicTBa cimydanuch pexe B 1,6 pasa; B Bsrckoii rybep-
HUM caMoyOwuiicTBa — pexxe B 1,75 pa3, a B UpkyTckoii —
pexe B 1,5 pa3a, Hexxenu cMepToyOuiicTBa.

Kak genaroT BBIBOI JOPEBOJIOLMOHHBIE CTATHUCTHL:
«/pyrumu cinoBamMH B CEBEpHBIX T'YOCpPHHSX, C OONBIINM
KOJINYECTBOM HMHOPOALIEB U OpOISYEro HaceJICHUs, KU3Hb
JKUTeNel TOoCTaBlieHa B TaKWe IypHblE HPABCTBEHHBIE U
MaTepuaIbHbIE YCIOBUS, YTO OHU BEIyT CKOpee K YHHUUTO-
JKEHUIO Yy>KOU JIMYHOCTH, HEXKEJIH CBOCH; MEXKIY TEM Kak
CyMMa YCJIOBHUI JKU3HU HApOJIOHACENICHHS FOKHBIX Ty0ep-
HUH, a MOXKET OBITh M CaM CKJIaJl XapakTepa HapoJa TakKo-
BBI, YTO SIBJSIETCSl CHJIBHOE MOOYXIEHHE CKOpee cCamMoMy
COWTH CO CIICHBI KHM3HHU, HeXKETH yOuTh apyroro» [11].

B memnom, ¢ Hagama XIX crometus mpobiema pocta
Yrciaa CaMOyOMHCTB CTajla TOCJIEAOBATEIbHOTO CEphEIHO
oboctpsitees. Eciu B Poccuu B 1810-1820-x rr. xomude-
cTBO camoyOwmiicTB Ha 100000 xuTenel Koredaroch MeXIy
16 u 17,6, B 1830-x 1T. OHO y>K€ BO3pocyo a0 27,5, TO B
1870-x rr. oHo pocturio yxke 30. Kak cuutaer H.U. My-
XHUH, JAHHOE YBEJIMYEHHE OTHOCHTEJIFHOI'O YHCIIa CaMo-
yOUICTB HE 3aBHCENIO OT MPUPOCTa, OONBLICH TYCTOTHI WIIN
OOJIBITIIOr0 KOJIMYECTBA HaceleHus [12].

Jnst BbIsICHEHHS MacIITabOB M TUHAMHUKHU CYWIUAAITb-
HOW aKTHUBHOCTH HacelleHHs TyoepHuUi EBpometickoii Poc-
CHHM M KOJNYecTBa OOHApyXEHHbIX MEpTBHIX Ten B 1870-
1893 rr. 0oOpaTuMcs K OPUIHATHLHONW CTaTUCTHKE, KOTOpast
13 IyOepHCKHX CTaTUCTUYECKMX KOMHUTETOB IMOCTYIasla B
LenTtpanbHbiii cTtatuctuueckuit komuter MBJI Poccuii-
ckoit mmriepun (Tabm. 1) [13, 14, 15].

Kak BUIHO M3 mpencTaBIeHHBIX B 3TOH Tabiuie cBe-
JeHNH, Ha TPOTSHKEHUH AaHHOTO MOpeOPMEHHOTO Mepro-
na HaOJII0AaNoCh YBEIMUEHHUE YMCIIa POCCUSH, TIOTHOIINX B
pesyabTaTe camoyouiicts. B 1893 1. mokoHunio ¢ coboii B
1,81 paza 6omnpire, gem B 1874 r. UTo KacaeTcst KOJTUIECTBA
00Hapy>XKeHHBIX MEPTBBIX TEJ, TO TUHAMHKA TOTO IMOKa3a-
TeJsl, HAMpOTHB, XapaKTepH30Bajach MOCTENEHHBIM CIia-
moMm. K 1893 1. xonmdecTBO HAWICHHBIX MEPTBBIX TEN HA
TeppuTopun rybepuuit EBpomefickoit dWactm Poccum
yMeHbIIMIOCh Ha 74% oT ypoBHs 1875 T.

Kaxapiii ciyyail HACHIBCTBEHHOM M BHE3AIHON cMep-
TH B 00s3aTENbHOM MOPSIKE MOAJNEKAI PACCIeIOBAHUIO
MOJIMLEHCKUMHU OpraHaMH, Ha TEPPUTOPHH KOTOPBIX IPO-
W30MIEN MHIUACHT CO CMEPTENBHBIM HCXO0M, MO0 OBLIO
00HaApYXKEHO MEPTBOE TEIIO.

Kharkov province and only 1.62 times in
counties. Thus, the desire to take one’s own
life is 1.92 (almost 2 times) higher than the
desire to kill others in the cities compared to
the counties. Most striking is the relationship
in some counties and in Kharkov. The ratio
between suicides and murders is 3.4:1 in
Kharkov and 1.05:1 in the Kharkov district.
The results are quite remarkable if we com-
pare the Kharkov province with other prov-
inces. In Poltava province suicides were 1.9
times more often than murders, almost the
same ratio as was found in Kharkov. On the
contrary, in Simbirsk province the number of
suicides were 1.6 times, in the Vyatka prov-
ince 1.75 times, and in Irkutsk less than 1.5
times lower than the number of murders.

The pre-revolutionary statisticians con-
clude: “In other words, in the northern prov-
inces, with a large number of foreigners and
tramps, the lives of residents are put into such
bad moral and material conditions that lead
more to taking someone else’s life rather than
their own; at the same time, the combination
of the living conditions of the population in
the southern provinces, and perhaps the very
way of character of the nation is such that
there is a strong urge to take one’s own life
rather than kill someone” [11].

In general, from the beginning of the
19th century, the problem of an increase in the
number of suicides became progressively
serious. If in the 1810-1820 s. in Russia the
number of suicides per 100,000 inhabitants
ranged between 16 and 17.6, it increased to
27.5 in the 1830s., and to 30 in the 1870s.
According to N.I. Mukhin, this increase in the
relative number of suicides did not depend on
growth of population, its density, or a number
of people [12].

To determine the extent and dynamics of
suicidal activity of the population of the prov-
inces of European Russia and the number of
dead bodies detected in 1870-1893 let us turn
to official statistics, which came from the
provincial statistical committees to the Central
Statistical Committee of the Ministry of Inter-
nal Affairs of the Russian Empire (Table 1)
[13, 14, 15].

As can be seen from the information pre-
sented in this table, during this post-reform
period there was an increase in the number
deaths by suicide in Russia. In 1893 the num-
ber of suicides committed was 1.81 times
higher than in 1874. As for the number of
dead bodies discovered, on the contrary, the
dynamics of this indicator was characterized
by a gradual decline. By 1893, the number of
dead bodies found in the provinces of the
European part of Russia decreased by 74%
compared to the level of 1875.
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Tabnuya 1/ Table 1

[MokazaTenu nuHaAMUKU cMepTHOCTH HaceneHus 49 ryoepuuit EBponeiickoii uactu Poccuiickoit umnepun
0T CaMOYOMICTB 1 KOJIMYeCTBa HalAeHHbIX MepTBBIX Tel (1875-1893 rr.)
The dynamics of mortality in 49 provinces of the European part of the Russian Empire from suicides and the number
of dead bodies found (1875-1893)

Bcero noru6mmx ot caMoyOuicTB Bcero o0HapyXeHO MEPTBBIX TEl
Deaths by suicide, total Dead bodies discovered, total
T'on Temmsl pocta (1) / CHIDKEHHA Temmnsl pocta (1) / CHIXKEHHA
Year | OOImee KOTHYECTBO (-) x mpeapITyIEMy TOTY O011ee KOIMIECTBO (-) x mpenpITyIeMy TOIy
Total number Increase (+) / decrease (-) Total number Increase (+) / decrease (-)
compared to the previous year compared to the previous year
1870 1647 - no data -
1871 1756 109 no data -
1872 1698 -58 no data -
1873 1755 57 no data -
1874 1757 2 no data -
1875 1783 26 2290 -
1876 1747 -36 2621 331
1877 1708 -39 2520 -101
1878 1758 50 2172 -348
1879 2030 272 2424 252
1880 2186 156 2863 439
1881 2046 -140 2291 -572
1882 2158 112 2113 -178
1883 2303 145 2081 -32
1884 2392 89 2006 -75
1885 2481 89 1941 -65
1886 2399 82 1708 -233
1887 2379 -20 1899 191
1888 2478 99 1688 211
1889 2856 378 1674 -14
1890 2795 -61 1565 -109
1891 2958 163 1448 -117
1892 2799 -159 1685 237
1893 2986 187 1696 11

TTonumeiickum opraHam OBITO TPETOCTABICHO IPABO
BBIIaBAaTh pa3pelICHUE Ha 3aXOPOHEHHE YEJIOBEKa, KOTO-
PpBIil yMep B pe3yJibTaTe HEHACWIIBCTBEHHOW CMEPTH.

K nmanHomy poay cmepTd ObUIM OTHECEHBI IMOCIEN-
CTBHS THOENH JHIA OT MBSHCTBA, yrapa, MOpakKeHUs MOJI-
HUEH, yTOIUIeHUs, HEYassHHOTO yImba, a TakKe OT caMo-
yOuiicTBa OT U3BECTHOIO YK€ OMEIIATEeNbCTBA yMa.

B ciywyae ecnu nosuueidcKHil MpU O3HAKOMIIEHUH C
TEJIOM TOTHOLIero, 0OHAPYKUBAJI CJIEAbl HEECTECTBEHHON
CMEpTH, TOT/Ia OH 00s53aH OBLT BBHI3BATH CyIEeOHOTO Bpada.
OpHako Ha MpakTHKE, M3-3a HEXBATKU CYAEOHBIX MEIUKOB
B POCCHHCKOW TIyOHMHKE, NOBOJIBHO YacTO MOJMLEHCKHe
YUHOBHUKHA TP HEOOXOIUMOCTH BBI3BIBAIM OOBIYHOTO
Bpaya. be3ycioBHO, 3TO HE CHOCOOCTBOBAIO TOBBILICHUIO
KauyecTBa MPOBEJICHUS dKCIIEPTU3BI.

Each case of violent and sudden death
was mandatory to be investigated by the po-
lice in the territory where the fatal incident
occurred or the dead body was found. Police
authorities were given the right to bury a per-
son who died as a result of non-violent death.
The types of death that were classified as non-
violent included death from alcohol consump-
tion, intoxication, a lightning strike, drowning,
an accidental injury, and suicide in case of
known dementia.

If a policeman found traces of unnatural
death during examination of the body of the
deceased, he had to call a forensic doctor.
However, in practice, due to the shortage of
forensic doctors in the Russian far away coun-
ties, police officials quite often called upon a
regular doctor in case of need. Of course, this
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OpnuH 13 OTBETCTBEHHBIX YHHOBHUKOB METUITTHCKOTO
nenapramernta MBJI Poccuiickoil umnepuu, TOKTOp Meau-
uuabsl H.U. Po3oB no 3tomy noBogy ormevan: «... IIpak-
THKAa HapyXHBIX OCMOTPOB MOKa3bIBAET, YTO MOJIHULECUCKUE
YUHBI IPAUTIIAMIAIOT Bpada K HAPYKHOMY OCMOTPY Tell cO0-
CTBEHHO JIJISl TOTO, YTOOBI CKOpPEe M OC30TBETCTBEHHEE IS
ce0st OKOHYHTH JO3HaHKE 00 0OCTOSITENHCTBAX W MPHYMHAX
CMEpPTH, ciarasi 3aTe€M IOCJIEICTBUSA HEYJIOBICTBOPUTENb-
HOTO JO3HAHUS Ha 3aKIIIoueHue Bpaday [16].

B nauvane 1870-x IT. OTHEIbHBIE POCCUIICKUE CIICI[HA-
JIUCTHl HAayaju OTKPBITO 3asBISATH O HEYAOBJIETBOPHUTEIb-
HOM CHTyald, CIOXHBIIEHCS B cepe ydéra HaCHIb-
CTBEHHOM W BHE3amHoW cmepTHOCTH B Poccun. Emé onnon
W3 WUIIOCTpAlMil MOXET CIy>)XUTh MHEHHE 3HAMEHUTOTO
erepOyprckoro meuxuarpa M.P. IlacrepHarkoro, koro-
phIil npu3HaBan ciuenyrouiee: «lIpexzae yeM npencTaBuTh
ciryuan camoyOuiictB B IlerepOypre, Mbl 0OpaTHM BHUMa-
HHE YUTATEJICH Ha Te 00CTOATEILCTBA, OJ1aromapss KOTOPHIM
YUCIa ST OKAa3bIBAIOTCS HEBEPHBHIMU. B JTHEBHUKE MpH-
kimoueHUi [leTepOyprckoit MoSMUIEHCKONM Ta3eThl KpoMe
CIIy4aeB CaMOYOHMIICTBa TMPHUXOAWUTCS YHUTaTh, YTO B TOM
WY OpYroM MECTE BCIUIBUIO WJIM HAaWJEHO MEPTBOE TEIIO,
MIPU YeM HEBOJBHO SBJSETCS P BOMPOCOB: MOYEMY JKE
3TO TEJIO MOMAJI0 B BOAY, HE C CAMOYOHMIIEH T MBI HMEEM
JIeN0, WM O3TOT TPYN — €CTh JKepTBa YOWIICTBa WIH
HECYacTHOM ciydaifHOocTH?.. PemieHue BOMPOCOB O TOM,
caM JIM YEJIOBEK JIUIIUII ceOs )KU3HHU, WK KTO-THO0 JAPYyroi
OBLT TOMY MIPUYHUHON, B TIOJJOOHBIX CIyYasiX OYeHb 3aTPy/-
HUTEJHHO, HO BMECTE C TEM U OYECHb BaXKHO JUIsI CTATUCTH-
KU. ... [IpuHKUMas xe BO BHUMaHHE, YTO YUCIO MEPTBBIX
Ten, HaxonuMbix B IleTepOypre, mo BemuumHE CBOEH He
YCTYIaeT YHCIy CaMOYOWII, TTO3BOJIUTENHHO AyMaTh, YTO
W3BECTHBIA MPOICHT 3TUX MEPTBBIX TEJ MOXKET MpHUHAJJIEe-
XKaTh caMoyOwiimaM. ... BcrenctBue »THX paccyKaeHHN
MBI MOXXEM TOBOPHTH TOJBKO O CaMOYOWIICTBaxX BIIOJIHE
JTIOKA3aHHBIX, YUCJIO KOTOPHIX, 110 HAIIEMy MHEHUIO, MEHbB-
me aercTBuTensHoro» [17].

Kax cBumeTensCTByeT OTEUECTBEHHAS CTATHCTHKA I1O-
pedOpMEHHBIX AECITUIIETHH, B OOIIEM KOJWYECTBE yMep-
KX OT CKOPOIMOCTH)KHBIX, HACUIBCTBEHHBIX NPUYUH U
HECUACTHBIX ClTy4aeB B 11eJIoM 1o Poccuiickoil uMnepuu B
10,9 ciayyaeB mpUYUHBI CMEPTH YEJIOBEKAa OCTABAIUCH He-
W3BECTHBIMH. KOIMYECTBO yMepImmx B TOpojiax OT HEH3-
BECTHBIX IPUYUH B OOIIEM HUTOTE YMEPIIUX 3aHUMAaJI0 00-
JIee 3HA4YMTEeIbHOEe MecTo — 15,4, yeM B cenenusax — 10,3.
KommaecTBO ymepmmx My>K4dH, Y KOTOPBIX He ObUIa ycra-
HOBJICHA [IPUYMHA CMEPTU B LieJoM 1o Poccun B pacuére Ha
100 ymepmmx oboero mona, B 3TOT Hepuo cocraswio 11,2
YerioBeKa. Y JKEHIIMUH ATOT MoKaszarelb OblI 8,1 yenmoBek. Ha
100 ymepmux My>K49HH, y KOTOPBIX MPHYHHBI CMEPTH OBLIH
HE YCTaHOBJICHBI, B TOPOAAX NPUILIOCH 29,2 >KEHIIUHEI, a B
cenennsix — 20,9. Boobme mo Poccuiickoit UMIepuu 3TOT
rmokasarenb coctaBui 22,2. Takum obpazom, Ha 30 THICSY
HaJMYHOTO TOPOJCKOro HaceneHus 1,1 dermoBek ymupan oT

did not contribute to improving the quality of
the examination.

One of the responsible officials of the
Medical Department of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs of the Russian Empire, doctor of medi-
cine N.I. Rozov noted on this occasion: “... The
practice of external examinations shows that
police officers invite a doctor to an external
examination in order to complete the inquiry
about the circumstances and causes of death
faster and take off themselves the responsibil-
ity, and in case of the unsatisfactory inquiry the
could blame the doctor’s opinion” [16].

In the early 1870s some Russian experts
began to openly declare an unsatisfactory
situation in the field of accounting for violent
and sudden mortality in Russia. Another illus-
tration is the opinion of the famous St. Peters-
burg psychiatrist I.R. Pasternatsky, who ad-
mitted the following: “Before presenting the
cases of suicides in St. Petersburg, we will
draw the attention of readers to those circum-
stances due to which these numbers turn out to
be incorrect. In the diary of the adventures of
the St. Petersburg police newspaper, besides
cases of suicide, you will read that a dead
body surfaced or was found in one place or
another, and a number of questions are unwit-
tingly asked: why did this body fall into the
water, is that a suicide or a victim of murder
or an accident? .. Understanding whether a
person took their own life or someone else did
that is very difficult in such cases, but at the
same time it is very important for statistics. ...
Considering that the number of dead bodies
found in St. Petersburg is no less than the
number of suicides, it is reasonable to assume
that a certain percentage of these dead bodies
came from suicides. ... As a result of these
considerations, we can only talk about sui-
cides that are fully proven, the number of
which, in our opinion, is less than the real
one” [17].

According to the national statistics of the
post-reform decades, in the whole of the Rus-
sian Empire the causes of death remained
unknown in 10.9 cases of the total number of
deaths from sudden, violent causes and acci-
dents. In general, the number of deaths from
unknown causes in cities were higher com-
pared to similar index in villages — 15.4 and
10.3 respectively. The number of deceased
men with unidentified cause of death during
this period amounted to 11.2 people per 100
deaths of both sexes. For women this index
was 8.1 persons. For every 100 men who died
of unknown cause of death, there amounted
29.2 women in the cities and 20.9 in the vil-
lages. In general, for the Russian Empire, this
figure reached 22.2. Thus, for 30 thousand of
the present urban population, 1.1 people died
from unexplained causes.
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HEBBLICHEHHBIX IPUYHH.
B Tabmumie 2 mpeacTaBlieHBl CBEACHHUS O KOJIHMYECTBE
CyaeOHO-MEUIIMHCKUX OCMOTPOB U BCKPBITHH MEPTBBIX
TeJ, IPOU3BEAEHHBIX BpauyaMH C LIEIbI0 YCTAHOBJICHUS HC-
TUHHOW MPUYUHBI CMEPTH YeoBeka (Tabm. 2) [18-32].

CormacHo Ortuéram MeauIMHCKOrO —JlemapTaMeHTa
MBJI Poccuiickoii mMmmepun «O COCTOSHHH HapOIHOTO
3apaBus» 3a 1876-1892 rr. Bcero ObUIO MPOM3BEACHO
252296 cyneOHO-MEAWIMHCKIX BCKPBITHA W OCMOTPOB
MepTBBIX Tel. lIpm 3TOM HEO0OXOAMMO OTOBOPHTBCS, UTO
CBEJICHUI O KOJMYECTBE CYACOHO-MEIULIUHCKUX BCKPBITHN
1 OCMOTPOB MEPTBBIX Tel /10 1876 T. OOHAPYXUTH HE yIa-
JIOCh.

B kauectBe emé OAHOrO YTOYHEHHS HEOOXOOMMO
YIOMSIHYTh TO, YTO, HauMHas ¢ 1888 r. 3HaUMTENHHO yBe-
JINYMBACTCSA YHCJIO TMPOBEIACHHBIX CYACOHO-MEIUIIMHCKUX
9KCHEPTH3 — NPAKTHYECKH Ha OAHy TpeTb. OObscHeHHE
3TOMY KpoeTcst B ToM, uTo ¢ 1876 mo 1887 rr. u3 rybepuuit
B MenunuHCKUi AenapTaMeHT MpeacTaBisuiach HHpopMa-
LS O KONUYECTBE NPOU3BEAEHHBIX CYAeOHO-MEIUINHCKIX
BCKPBITUNA MEPTBBIX TeN, a ¢ 1888 I. BCKPBITUS U OCMOTPHI
MEPTBBIX TEJ CTAJN CYMMHPOBATHCS B OJHOU Tpade oTdéra
— «KOJIMYECTBO MPOU3BEAEHHBIX IKCIEPTH3Y.

The following table provides information
on the number of forensic examinations and
autopsy of dead bodies performed by doctors
in order to establish the true cause of death of
a person (Table 2) [18-32].

According to the Reports of the Medical
Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs
of the Russian Empire "On the state of public
health" for 1876-1892 there were performed
252296 forensic autopsies and examinations
of dead bodies in total. It should be noted that
information on the number of forensic autop-
sies and examinations of dead bodies until
1876 could not be found. It must also be noted
that starting with 1888, the number of forensic
examinations carried out significantly in-
creased — by almost one third.

The explanation for this lies in the fact
that from 1876 to 1887 provinces provided to
the Medical Department only the number of
forensic autopsies performed on dead bodies,
and after 1888, both autopsies and examina-
tions of dead bodies were presented in one
column of the report — “the number of exami-
nations performed”.

Tabauya 2 / Table 2

CraTHCcTHYECKHE TOKA3aTeNN CYAeOHO-METUIIMHCKAX OCMOTPOB U BCKPHITHI MEPTBBIX Ted B 1876-1892 rr.
Statistical indicators of forensic examinations and autopsy of dead bodies in 1876-1892

Yucio 0CMOTPOB U BCKPBITUI MEPTBBIX TEIl
The number of examinations and autopsies of dead bodies
Ton BCETO IMPOU3BEJICHO | B TOM YHCJE O TTOBO- MIPUYIHHBI CMEPTH OCTAITUChH
Year JKCIEPTU3 JIy HACUIIbCTBEHHOM CMEpTH OT DOIIESHEHHbIX HEBBIICHCHHBIMH
/ total number of ex- CMepTH TPHAH. /unspecified causes of
aminations / violent deaths / deaths due to disease death
1876 14294 10667 3627 977
1877 13786 9966 3820 1370
1878 13558 9448 4110 1043
1879 13773 9682 4091 924
1880 13151 8337 4814 883
1881 14874 8479 6395 1253
1882 14341 10227 4114 1281
1883 16503 11775 4728 973
1884 13590 8665 4925 758
1885 14887 9087 5800 722
1886 16674 9983 6691 1037
1887 18153 10901 7252 1172
1888* 24578 13817 10761 898
1889 HET cBeleHul / no data
1890 HET cBeJieHnH / no data
1891 25246 14562 10684 917
1892 24888 14290 10598 881
HUroro / Total 252296 159886 92410 15089

Ipumeuanue: *c 1888 roma B oT4éTax mo CyAeOHO-MEAUIIMHCKON YacTH BCKPBITHS MEPTBBIX TEJNl CTAM CYMMHUPOBATHCS C
ocMmoTpamu MEPTBBIX Teu / Note: * after 1888 the autopsies of the dead bodies started to be combined with examinations of

the dead bodies in the forensic medical reports.
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Hmeromasicst B pacropsbKeHHH CTaTHCTUKA MO CyAeo-
HO-MEJIMIMHCKON YacTh OT4€TOB MEAMITMHCKOrO JAenapTa-
MEHTa 3a JaHHBbIE 15 JeT CBHAETENbCTBYET, YTO OOJIbIIAs
4acTh OCMOTPOB U BCKPBITHH MEPTBBIX TE MPOU3BOANIACH
10 TOBOJly YTOYHEHHSI HAaCHIIBCTBEHHOTO XapaKTepa cMep-
TU. B 3TH TOABI IO JaHHOMY MOBOAY CyIEOHO - MEIHUIIWH-
CKOMY OCBHUIETEIhCTBOBAHUIO OBLTO MOABeprayTo 159886
MEPTBBIX TeJ, 9TO cocTaBuio 63,3% oT obmero koaude-
CTBa Cy/I€OHO-MEIULUHCKHX IKCIEPTU3. 3aTeM IO KOJInde-
CTBY OCMOTPOB W BCKPBITHH CIIEIOBAA IKCHEPTU3BI I10
YTOUYHEHHIO 0OJIE3HEHHBIX MPUYWH, MPUBEAIINX K CMEPTH.
JanHbIX CcyneOHO-MeIUIMHCKUX dKcrepTtu3 3a 1876-1892
rT. ObuTO TIpoBeaeHo 92410, uto cocraBmwio 36,7% ot 00-
LIEr0 YUCJIA IPOBEAEHHBIX OCMOTPOB U BCKPBITUI MEPTBBIX
Te.

B 15089 cnyyasix cyneOHO-MEIUIIMHCKUM 3KCIepTaM
YCTaHOBUTh TPUYMUHBI CMEPTH YEJIOBEKa YCTAaHOBHUTH HE
yAaloch, KaK MPaBWIIO, «W3-32 THUIIOCTH TPyIa». JTO CO-
craBwio 3,8% oT oO0mero KojauyecTBa MPOHM3BEICHHBIX
CyIeOHO-METUITTHCKIX OCMOTPOB U BCKPBITHH.

Wrak, Oomnblast 4acTh CyAeOHO-MEIUIIMHCKUX SKCIIEp-
TU3 B ATOT MEPHO TMPOBOIWIACH JIJISl YCTAHOBIICHUS IIPH-
YIH HACWJIBCTBEHHOTO XapaKTepa CMEPTH YeJIOBeKa.

Hapsiny ¢ 00OOmEHHOW CTAaTHCTUKOW CyaeOHO-
MEIUIIMHCKAX OCMOTPOB M BCKPBHITHIA MEPTBBIX Tel B Me-
JuuuHckui penaprameHT MBJI Poccuiickoil ummnepun,
Ha4YMHAas CO BTOPOH MOJ0BUHBI 1870-X IT. cTaNM MOCTyNnaTh
CBEJICHHS O KOJHMYECTBE BBISBICHHBIX CIy4YaeB HACHIIb-
CTBEHHOW CMEPTH, B KOTOPBIX OTJEJILHO BBIJCISUIUCH MTPH-
YUHBI CMEPTH — yOwWiicTBa WM camoyOmiictBa. Utak, B
1876-1892 rr. guHAMHKa BBISIBIEHHON HACHJILCTBEHHOI
CMEpPTH B OOIIEM KOJHUYECTBE IMOABEPIIINXCS CYJIEOHO -
MEIUIIMHCKAM OCMOTPaM U BCKPBITHSIM MEDPTBBIX TEN BHI-
TJIsIIeNIa CIIEeTYIOITIM 00pa3oM.

B 1876 r. HacubCcTBEHHAsI CMEPTh ObLTa KOHCTATHPO-
BaHa y 10667 u3 14294 ocBuAETEIHCTBOBAHHBIX MEPTBBIX
TeJ, YTO COCTaBUIIO 74,6% OT BCEro 4mciia UCCJieJOBaHHBIX
TpynoB; B 1877 r. — B 9966 cnyuasx (72,2%); B 1878 r. — B
9448 cmydasx (69,6%); B 1879 1. — B 3682 ciygasx
(70,2%); B 1880 r. — B 8337 ciyqasx (63,3%); B 1881 1. — B
8479 cnywasx (57,1%); B 1882 r. — B 10227 cmyuasx
(71,3%); B 1883 1. — 11775 cnyqasx (71,3%); B 1884 1. — B
8665 ciyuasx (63,7%); B 1885 r. — B 9087 cnyuasx (61%);
B 1886 r. — B 9983 ciyqasx (59,8%); B 1887 r. — B 10901
ciyqae (60%); B 1888 r. — B 13817 cmyuasx (56,2%); B
1891 r. — B 14562 cnyyasx (57,6%); B 1892 r. — B 14290
cioyuyasx (57,4%). Takum oOpazom, B 1876-1992 r1T. B
CpeIHEM HaCWIbCTBEHHAasi CMEpPTh BbIABIsIACH B 64,3%
CyJeOHO-MEUIIMHCKUX SKCIEPTH3 HCCICJOBAHHBIX MEPT-
BBIX TEIL.

AHanu3 BCEro MaccuBa CBEICHUH O pe3yibTarax Cy-
NeOHO-METUIIMHCKUX JKCIIEPTU3 B paccMaTpUBAEMBIN Bpe-
MEHHOH OTPE30K MO3BOJISIET BBIABUTH JOJM MOTHOIIMX OT
3JIOYMBINUICHHBIX YOUUCTB ¥ CaMOYOHICTB B 00IIIEM KOJIH-
YeCTBE MCCIIEJOBAHHBIX MEPTBBIX TEII.

B 1876 r. obmee uymcno xepTB yOWHCTB M camo-

The available statistics on the forensic
part of the reports of the Medical Department
for these 15 years indicate that most of the
examinations and autopsies of the dead bodies
were carried out to clarify the violent nature of
death. During these years, 159886 dead bodies
were subjected to forensic examination in this
regard, which accounted for 63.3% of the total
number of forensic medical examinations.
These were followed by examinations in order
to clarify the causes of death by disease. Ac-
cording to the data of forensic medical exami-
nations in 1876-1892, 92410 such autopsies
and examinations were carried out, which
amounted to 36.7% of the total number of
examinations and autopsies of dead bodies.

In 15089 cases, forensic experts could
not establish the causes of the death of a per-
son, as a rule, "because of the rottenness of the
corpse." This amounted to 3.8% of the total
number of forensic examinations and autop-
sies performed.

So, most of the forensic medical exami-
nations during this period were carried out to
establish the causes of the violent nature of a
person’s death.

Along with the generalized statistics of
forensic examinations and autopsy of dead
bodies in the Medical Department of the Min-
istry of Internal Affairs of the Russian Empire,
since the second half of the 1870s there was
presented information on the number of cases
of violent death identified, in which murder or
suicide were singled out as separate causes of
death. So, this is how the dynamics of the
revealed violent death of the total number of
victims of forensic medical examinations and
autopsies of dead bodies looked in 1876-1892.

In 1876, violent deaths were reported in
10667 of 14294 examined dead bodies, which
accounted for 74.6% of the total number of
investigated corpses; that index reached 9966
cases (72.2%) in 1877; 9448 cases (69.6%) in
1878; 3682 cases (70.2%) in 1879; 8337 cases
(63.3%) in 1880; 8479 cases (57.1%) in 1881;
10,227 cases (71.3%) in 1882; 11775 cases
(71.3%) in 1883; 8665 cases (63.7%) in 1884;
9087 cases (61%) in 1885; 9983 cases
(59.8%) in 1886; 10901 cases (60%) in 1887;
13817 cases (56.2%) in 1888; 14562 cases
(57.6%) in 1891; 14290 cases (57.4%) in
1892. Thus, on average in 1876-1992, violent
deaths were detected in 64.3% of forensic
examinations of the examined dead bodies.

Analysis of the entire volume of infor-
mation of the results of forensic medical ex-
aminations in the considered time period al-
lows us to identify the share of victims of
intended murder and suicide among the total
number of dead bodies investigated.

In 1876, the total number of victims of
murders and suicides amounted to 4088 peo-
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youtictB coctaBmiio 4088 uenosek wim 38,3% oT oOIiero
KOJIMYECTBA OCBHIICTEIHLCTBOBAHHBIX MEPTBBIX TeIl; B 1877
r. — 4088 uemoBek mim 41%; B 1878 r. — 4553 yenoBeka
i 48,1%; B 1879 . — 4595 uenosek unu 53%; B 1881 r. —
5117 uenoBek minu 60,3%; B 1882 r. — 5224 yenoBeka uin
51%; B 1883 r. — 5364 uenoseka nunu 45,5%; B 1884 1. —
4531 gemoBek nau 52,2%; B 1885 r. — 4137 denoBek WIH
45,5%; B 1886 1. — 4550 yuenopex umu 45,5%; B 1887 1. —
6115 yenosek mim 56,1%; B 1888 r. — 7515 yenoBek wmim
54,3%; B 1891 1. — 8145 yenoBek unu 55,9%; B 1892 r. —
7960 uenoBek uim 55,7%. Takum oOpa3om, B cpenHeM
OKOJI0O TIOJOBHHBI OT OOIIero Koin4decTBa cCyAeOHO-
MEIUIIMHCKIX OCMOTPOB W BCKPBHITHH MEPTBBIX TEJ IO I10-
BOJy HAaCHJIbCTBEHHOM CMEPTH MOJTBEPIKAAIHU, YTO TIPUIH-
HaMU JIETAlbHOTO WCXO0Ja SBISUIUCH 3JIOYMBIIUICHHOE
yOuICTBO MM CaMOyOHICTBO.

B o0mem konmuvecTBe yCTaHOBIICHHBIX B PE3yIJIbTATe
CyNIeOHO-METUIIMHCKUX BCKPBITUH HACHIBCTBEHHBIX IPH-
YUH CMEPTH OBUIO BBISBICHO CJCAYIOIIEE paclpeicicCHHE.
B 1876 1. u3 ynicna cydaeB HACUILCTBEHHON CMEPTH OBLIIO
camoyouiicts 1784 nunu 16,7%, youiicte 2304 wiu 21,5%.
B 1877 r. — camoyOwuiict 1688 umu 16,9%, youiicts 2400
i 24,1%. B 1878 r. — camoy6wuiicte 1924 nmm 20,3%,
youiict 2629 wmm 27,8%. B 1879 r. — camoyOwuiicts 1878
wn 19,3%, yowiicts 2717 nmm 28,1%. B 1880 r. — camo-
yowuticts 1811 wmm 21,7, youiicts 2614 wmu 31,3%. B 1881
r. — camoyoOwmiicte 2061 wmu 24,3, yOuiicte 3056 wiun
36,4%. B 1882 r. — camoybuiicte 2024 wmm 19,7%,
youiicte 3200 wm 31,2%. B 1883 r. — camoyOwuiicts 2238
n 19%, youticte 3126 nnmm 26,5%. B 1884 r. — camo-
youiicte 1643 wnu 18,9, youiicts 2888 wmu 33,3%. B 1885
r. camoyowuiicte 1736 wmu 19,1%, yOumiicte 2401 wiun
26,4%. B 1886 r. — camoyOwmiicte 1907 wumu 19,1%,
youiicts 2643 wnun 26,4%. B 1887 r. — camoyOwuiicts 2312
i 21,2%, yowiicts 3803 wmm 34,8%. B 1888 r. — camo-
youtictB 2215 unu 16%, youticte 38,5%. B 1891 r. — ca-
Moyowuiict 2572 unu 17,7%, youiicte 5573 unu 38,3%. B
1892 r. — camoyOuiictB 2391 nmm 16,7%, yOuiictB 5569
i 38,9%.

PesynpraTel u 00CyX/aeHUE.

CornacHO yCTaHOBJICHHOMY TOPSAKY, CITydau HACHIIb-
CTBEHHOM, CKOPOITIOCTUXHOM U CIy4YalHOM CMEpPTHU KOHCTa-
TUPOBAJUCH TOTUIICHCKO-MEIUITUHCKUM HCCIICOBAHUEM.
Onmnako He Bcernaa IMOJIMIEHCKast CTAaTUCTHKA cpabaThiBaia
4€TKO U KOppeKTHO. MHOoT/Ia Cily4anuch OMMOKU H3-3a TO-
ro, YTO Ha CTaJIMM PETHCTpalnu (PaKTa CMEpPTH, dTH JaH-
Hbl€ BHOCHJIMCh B HEHaJJIeKaIlyro pyopuky. Hampumep,
CKOHYABIIHUICS OT WH(pAPKTa WM WHCYJIhTa BO BpPEeMs Ky-
MaHusi MOT ObITh OTHECEH K YTOHYBIIKM, a HE K CKOPOIIO-
CTIDKHO yMepmimM oOT Oone3Hd. OHMOKM TEeXHUYECKOTO
XapakTepa TaKKe MOTIM MPOU30HTH TPU KOHCTATAIUU
(hakTOB HACWIIBCTBEHHOW CMEpPTH: CaMOyOWHIIBI MOTIIH
OBITh OTHECEHBI K MMOTHOIIMM 0T YOUHCTB, MM HA000POT.

PaccmarpuBasi cTaTUCTUKY HAaCHUJILCTBEHHON CMEPTHO-
ctu B Poccun m aHam3upys mpoOIeMbl HETIOTHOTHI YIETa
ATOTO0 BUAA CMEPTHOCTU Cpenu HaceleHus EBpomneickoit

ple, or 38.3% of the total number of dead bod-
ies examined; that index was 4088 people or
41% in 1877; 4,553 people or 48.1% in 1878;
4,595 people or 53% in 1879; 5117 people or
60.3% in 1881; 5,224 people or 51% in 1882;
5364 people or 45.5% in 1883; 4,531 people
or 52.2% in 1884; 4137 people or 45.5% in
1885; 4,550 people or 45.5% in 1886; 6115
people or 56.1% in 1887; 7515 people or
54.3% in 1888; 8145 people or 55.9% in
1891; 7960 people or 55.7% in 1892. Thus, on
average, intended murder or suicide were
confirmed as causes of deaths in about half of
the total number of forensic examinations and
autopsies.

In the total number of violent causes of
death established as a result of forensic autop-
sies, the following distribution was revealed.
In 1876, of the cases of violent death, there
were 1784 or 16.7% suicides and 2304 or
21.5% murders. There were 1688 or 16.9%
suicides and 2400 or 24.1% murders in 1877.
In 1878, there were 1924 or 20.3% suicides
and 2629 or 27.8% murders. In 1879, there
were 1878 or 19.3% suicides and 2717 or
28.1% murders. In 1880 there were 1811 or
21.7 suicides and 2614 or 31.3% murders. In
1881, there were 2061 or 24.3 suicides and
3056 or 36.4% murders. In 1882, there were
2024 or 19.7% suicides and 3200 or 31.2%
murders. In 1883, there were 2238 or 19%
suicides and 3126 or 26.5% murders. In 1884,
Ithere were 643 or 18.9 suicides and 2888 or
33.3% murders. In 1885, there were 1736 or
19.1% suicides and 2401 or 26.4% murders.
In 1886, there were 1907 or 19.1% suicides and
2643 or 26.4% murders. In 1887, there were
2312 or 21.2% of suicides and 3803 or 34.8%
murders. In 1888, there were 2215 or 16%
suicides and 38.5% murders. In 1891, there
were 2572 or 17.7% of suicides and 5573 or
38.3% murders. In 1892, there were 2391 or
16.7% suicides and 5569 or 38.9% murders.

Results and discussion.

According to the established procedure,
cases of violent, sudden and accidental deaths
were recorded by a police medical investiga-
tion. However, police statistics was not always
recorded clearly and correctly. Sometimes
errors occurred because at the stage of regis-
tration of the fact of death, these data were
entered into an inappropriate section. For ex-
ample, a person who died from a heart attack
or stroke during bathing could be attributed to
those who drowned, and not to those who died
suddenly from the disease. Mistakes of tech-
nical nature could also occur when stating the
facts of violent death — suicides could be at-
tributed to those killed by murderers or vice
versa.

Considering the statistics of violent mor-
tality in Russia and analyzing the problems of
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Poccun, HE0OX0AMMO YYHTHIBATH €IIE OJHO OOCTOSTENb-
cTBO. JleTo B TOM, 4TO TOTYOK CyAeOHOM pedopme ObLT TaH
B 1864 r., HO €€ BOIUIOIICHHE B XU3Hb PACTAHYJIOCH HA
JEeCATWIETHs. JTO CaMbIM HEMOCPEICTBEHHBIM 00pa3oM
CKa3aJIoCh Ha Pa3BUTHH CyAeOHO-MEIMIIMHCKOMN 3KCTIEPTH-
36l 110 TOBOJY ONpEAENCHUS NPUYUHBI CMEPTH YMEpILEro
YeloBeKa, 0COOEHHO B TeX CIydasX, KoJa y MOJIHUIEHCKIX
OpraHoB ObLT0O COMHEHHE B HAIMYHUH CIIEOB HACHIHCTBEH-
HBIX JCHCTBHU.

®opmabHO CyAe0HO-MEAUIIMHCKHAE aKThl COCTaBIIs-
JUCHh BpadyaMH Mo TpeOOBaHUSAM CYACOHBIX WM aIMHUHU-
CTPaTUBHBIX BJIACTE€H MO Pa3HBIM IOBOJAM, B TOM YHCIIE
IUIS OTIpeNIeJIeHHs pojAa W TPUYMHBI CMEPTH — HACHIIb-
CTBEHHOU WJIH OT OOJIE3HEHHBIX TPUYWH, JUTS ONpeAeICHUs
CBOWCTB W 3HAYCHHS MOBPEKICHUHN, MPUBEAIINX K CMEPTH
YeJloBeKa.

Uro kacaetcst cy1eOHO-METUITUHCKON 3KCTIEPTU3BL, TO K
koHLy 1870 — Hauany 1880-X IT. CIOXWINCE ONpenciaEHHbIE
pa3Iuums MEXAy TeMH I'yOSpHUSIMHU, B KOTOPBIX ObLIa Mpo-
BeZieHa cyniebHas pedopma, TaM, TJe IPOIoIDKaIH IeHCTBO-
BaTh CTapble CYJbl, @ TAK)KE€ TEMH, I/I€ PSIOM C HOBBIMHU CY-
NeOHBIMU YUPEKICHUSIME COCEICTBOBAIH TIPEXKHNE.

B cBs3UM ¢ TakuUM NOJIOKEHUEM BeELIEl BO MHOTUX Me-
crax EBpomneiickoif yactu Poccuu cnoxunack cBoeoOpas-
Has JIBOHCTBEHHOCTh, CIIEJICTBHEM KOTOPOH SBISUIACH
CIIO)KHOCTH B JEATENLHOCTH TYyOEpHCKHX MEIUIIMHCKUX
YUPEKIEHUM. DTO 3aKIII0YAJIOCh B TOM, YTO B TeX ye3dax u
TryOepHHSAX, B KOTOPBIX yXe (YHKIIMOHUPOBAIA HOBBIC
CyJIeOHbBIC YUPEKIACHHUS, KOJIMUYECTBO CYyJACOHO - MEIUIIMH-
CKHX HCCIIeIOBAaHUI 0Ka3aJioch ropa3io OOJIbIIe, 9eM B TeX
ye3/iax U TYOepHHUSIX, B KOTOPBIX MPOJIOJKaIa COXPaHIThCS
MpexHsAs cynebHas cuctema. Jlemo B TOM, YTO OJHOU W3
O0COOCHHOCTEW HOBOTO CYAONPOM3BOJICTBA SIBISUIOCH TO,
YTO Kak JiMIa CyJeOHOro BEIOMCTBA, TaK W Pa3JIMYHBIC
CylieOHbIe YUpEeKISHHUS MONYYHIIN MPaBo TpeOOBaTh caMo-
CTOATENHHO M HETOCPEACTBEHHO OT Bpada Te WIM HHBIE
CyneOHO-MEIUIIMHCKUE AKTHI.

BrIBOIEI.

IIpoBenéHHbIN aHaIN3 pe3ysbTaTOB CyneOHO - MEIH-
LIMHCKUX OCMOTPOB M BCKPHITHHA MEPTBBIX TEJ, MPOBOIHB-
muxcst Ha npoTsokeHuu 1876-1892 rr., mokaszan, yTo B
63,3% ciy4asix ObUTH BBISBIICHBI HACWJIBCTBEHHBIC TIPUYH-
HBI cMepTH. B Tex ciryuasx, Kkoraa cyJeOHbIMH MeIUKaMU
KOHCTaTHPOBaJlaCh HACHIIbCTBEHHAs! CMEPTh, B CPEIHEM B
19,1% cnyuasix oHa SBISIACH CIEICTBUEM CaMOYOUIICTBA U
B 30,9% ciyuasx — 3moHamepeHHbIX youicTs. [lo Hamemy
MHEHUIO, TTOYYeHHBIMHA CPEJHIUMH MOKa3aTeNIMUA O0IIEro
KOJINYECTBa MOTHOIMINX OT HACHJILCTBEHHOH CMEPTH, B TOM
qrciae OT CaMOYOMICTB WM YOUHCTB MOKHO BOCIIOJIB30-
BaThCsI U1 KOPPEKTUPOBAHUS YHCIIa MOTUOMINX OT TAHHBIX
MPUYMH HACHIBCTBEHHOH cMmepTH B Poccum mopedopmen-
Horo rnepuosia. CBOe0Opa3HBIM «pe3epByapoM» JUIsl TOITY-
YeHus Oosee MOJTHON CTaTUCTUYECKOH KapTHHBI MTOTUOIINX
oT camoyomiicTB B Poccnn B mopeopMeHHBIN ITepHOT SB-
JIIeTCsl MPAKTUYECKH TIATast 4acTh OT KOJIMYECTBA HaWIeH-
HBIX MEPTBBIX TEIL.

incomplete accounting of this type of mortali-
ty among the population of European Russia,
one more circumstance must be taken into
consideration. The fact is that the impetus for
judicial reform was given in 1864, but its im-
plementation was extended over the decades.
This directly affected the development of the
forensic medical examination in regards of the
determination of the causes of death of a de-
ceased person, especially in the cases where
police had doubts about the presence of traces
of violent acts.

Formally, forensic records were made by
doctors according to the requirements of the
judicial or administrative authorities for vari-
ous reasons, including determining the nature
and cause of death — due to violence or dis-
ease — in order to determine the properties and
nature of injuries that led to human death.

As for the forensic medical examinations
performed at the end of 1870s and the begin-
ning of the 1880s, there were observed certain
differences between the provinces in which
the judicial reform was actually carried out,
and those where the old courts continued to
operate, as well as those where the old judicial
institutions ran along the new ones.

As a result, in many areas in the Europe-
an part of Russia a specific duality was devel-
oped that caused difficulties in the activities of
provincial medical institutions — in the coun-
ties and provinces where new type of judicial
institutions started to function, the number of
forensic medical experts turned out to be
much larger than in those counties and prov-
inces where the old judicial system continued
to be maintained. One of the peculiarities of
the new legal procedure was that both the
persons of the judicial department, and vari-
ous judicial institutions now got the right to
require medical reports on their discretion and
directly from the doctor.

Conclusions.

An analysis of the results of forensic ex-
aminations and autopsy of dead bodies carried
out during the years 1876-1892 showed that in
63.3% of cases, violent causes of death were
identified. In cases where forensic doctors
confirmed violent death, on average in 19.1%
of cases it was caused by suicide and in 30.9%
of cases it was caused by intended murder. In
our opinion, the obtained average indices of
the total number of deaths from violent death,
including both suicides and murders, can be
used to correct the number of deaths from
violent causes in the post-reform period in
Russia. A kind of “reservoir” for obtaining a
more complete statistical picture of those who
died from suicide in Russia in the post-reform
period is almost one fifth of the number of
dead bodies found.
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SUICIDES IN THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE AFTER THE ABOLITION OF THE SERFDOM: OFFICIAL
STATISTICS AND THE REAL NUMBER OF SUICIDE VICTIMS

S.V. Bogdanov, N.A. Zhukova, A.S. Mamin, V.G. Ostapyuk
Belgorod State National Research University, Russia; dr.bogdanov_sv@mail.ru

Abstract:

Aim: The article is devoted to the analysis of official statistics on mortality of 49 provinces of the European part of
the country from suicides and the reasons for its incompleteness. Materials and methods: during the chronologi-
cal period of 1876-1892 the Russian Empire started the collection and publication of information about deaths that
came as a result of violent causes, as well as discovered dead bodies that can be regarded as a kind of “reservoir” of
unaccounted violent deaths — f rom murders and suicides. To obtain a more complete picture of the mortality rate from
suicide, the information of forensic medical examinations of dead bodies is used. Results: According to the statistics,
among the total number of deaths from sudden, violent causes and accidents all around the Russian Empire, the causes
of death remained unknown in 10.9 cases. The number of deaths from unknown causes in cities, in general, exceeded
the number of similar deaths in villages — 15.4 vs. 10.3 respectively. The number of men who died of unestablished
cause of death in Russia during this period amounted to 11.2 people per 100 deaths of both sexes, while the number of
women reached 8.1 people. For 100 deceased men with unidentified causes of death, there were 29.2 women in the
cities and 20.9 women in the villages. In the Russian Empire in general, this indicator was 22.2. Thus, for 30 thousand
of the present urban population, 1.1 people died from unexplained reasons. The analysis of the results of forensic ex-
aminations and autopsies of detected dead bodies conducted during 1876-1892 revealed that violent causes of death
were detected in 63.3% cases. In cases where forensic doctors stated violent death, on average 19.1% were caused by
suicide and 30.9% were violent deaths. Conclusions: Thus, in order to obtain approximate statistics of deaths from
violent causes in Russia in the second half of the 19th century, it is necessary to add the corresponding calculated av-
erage percentage values to the official statistics of individual types of mortality.

Keywords: suicide, underestimation of suicide victims, dead bodies detected, post-reform development, forensic
statistics
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